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History of the Partnership
The College of Education at the University of Hawai̒ i at Mānoa (UHM-COE) and Bukkyo 
University in Kyoto, Japan have enjoyed a special relationship for over ten years. The initial 
agreement of cooperation was signed on June 5, 2000 by President Shinko Nakai of Bukkyo and 
Dean Randy Hitz of the UHM-COE. Like most formal agreements of this sort, work had begun 
a bit earlier that influenced the scope and contents. In effect, the partnership had its origins in a 
number of informal meetings by faculty from the two institutions during meetings of the Japan-US 
Teacher Education Consortium (JUSTEC); in particular, the 1998 meeting held at Bukkyo and the 
1999 meeting in Honolulu. Professors Haruo Nishinosono and Keijiro Tanaka of Bukkyo University 
and Professor Aiko Oda of UHM-COE were the people who were most instrumental in making the 
arrangements and negotiating the details of the first “formal agreement of cooperation.”
The aim of the initial and subsequent agreements has been to promote student and faculty 
exchanges, conduct joint research and publications activities, encourage participation in seminars 
and academic meetings, facilitate the exchange of academic materials, and arrange special short-
term academic programs including practical training and field work. The first agreement was set 
up for a period of five years.  The second agreement, identical to the first, was signed on March 
31, 2005, this time by Chancellor Peter Englert and Dean Randy Hitz for UHM and by President 
Ryuzen Fukuhara and Dean Shoko Nishioka on behalf of Bukkyo University.
Benefits of Bukkyo Visits to Honolulu
The UHM-Bukkyo agreement has been especially effective in living up to its aim of promoting 
academic exchanges. Each year, during the spring semester, around fifty students and faculty 
arrive from Bukkyo to visit the UHM campus. Prior to their arrival, arrangements are made 
for them to visit local elementary schools.  These visits have been made possible by the school/
university partnership between schools and UHM-COE. As a result, Bukkyo faculty and their 
students have been able to visit a variety of schools in several local districts. These school include 
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Ala Wai Elementary, the UH Laboratory School, Holomua Elementary, Waikīkī Elementary, Mānoa 
Elementary, Nānāikapono Elementary, and Ke Kula Kaiapuni ʼo Ānuenue  (Ānuenue Immersion 
School). During the week-long visits the Japanese student teachers, under the supervision of 
their faculty, conduct mini-lessons in English at different elementary school grade levels. Most 
of these students are in Bukkyo Universityʼs elementary education program, but visiting groups 
often include a small number of students in the clinical psychology program who are preparing to 
become school counselors. To accommodate these students, school visits have been arranged so 
that they can meet with school counselors to learn about the issues facing school counseling in the 
US. In addition, a small number of students are enrolled in Bukkyoʼs Life-Long Learning program 
and special visits have been arranged for these groups to Kapiolani Community College and various 
Honolulu senior centers. 
Linda Oshita has arranged for Professor Nakamura and his students to visit several special 
education classrooms at Pearl Harbor Kai Elementary and Variety School.  Nakamura sensei is 
hoping to change his studentsʼ perceptions of teaching kids with disabilities through these visits at 
Hawaii schools. Also, as Japan moves toward the inclusion model of delivering services to special 
needs students, he is able to share what he sees and learns during these Hawaii school visits with 
the schools he consults with in Japan.   
The visits provide an excellent opportunity for students to practice their English and widen 
their horizons regarding teaching in the US, especially given the diversity of cultures represented 
in Hawai‘iʼs classrooms. But the benefits go two ways as they also offer the student teachers a 
chance to teach American students about Japanese culture. For example, during the 2010 visit to 
Ala Wai Elementary School the Bukkyo student teachers, under the supervision of Bukkyo faculty 
Sunao Goto and Yukiyo Horike, made a presentation to the entire fifth grade on Japanese martial 
arts.  The Ala Wai students were invited to hone their skills as samurai warriors by using paper 
swords to cut through sheets of paper and then, dressed as ninja warriors, they threw paper stars 
at a target. Besides being great fun, the Ala Wai students learned valuable lessons about Japanese 
values.
Benefits for UH Faculty
Visits to Kyoto. For UHM-COE faculty the opportunities that have been made available by the 
partnership to visit Kyoto and interact with Bukkyo faculty has been of especially high value. In 
the past ten years more than twenty-five COE faculty have visited Bukkyo, usually in connection 
with the annual International Education Conference.  It is no exaggeration to say that these annual 
visits have provided UHM-COE faculty wonderfully valuable opportunities to gain insights into 
Japanese culture and to learn about the kinds of problems that our Japanese colleagues in faculties 
of education currently face in their work.  Professor Paul Deering wrote of his experience:
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The conference was held in a beautiful, hi-tech, wood-paneled auditorium and was attended 
by some 300 students and faculty who listened to translations of the proceedings through 
earphones.  The very impressive turnout is indicative of the high value which Bukkyo places 
on the event.  The papers were presented in themed pairs with the Japanese presenter 
leading off.  Dr. Jenkins and her counterpart spoke of trends in the education of special needs 
students, Dr. Reed and her colleague addressed broad themes of equity, and my counterpart 
and I focused on therapeutic and educational issues pertaining to adolescents.  Each of the 
papers offered keen insights, all the more illuminating due to the cross-cultural fertilization.
Hunter McEwan and Joe Zilliox were among the first groups of presenters from UH to visit 
Bukkyo University in April 2001, and they presented on the topic of field-based teacher education. 
All of the UHM faculty welcomed by Bukkyo have felt enriched by the hospitality and generosity 
of their Japanese hosts.
The International Conference.  The International Conference held annually at Bukkyo 
University has been especially effective in promoting a dialogue between UH and Bukkyo faculty 
on important educational issues. The first International Conference (2001) was attended by Curtis 
Ho and Anne Freese. Later conferences have covered a number of significant themes of common 
interest including such topics as language education; teaching in challenging and changing times; 
multicultural education, diversity and inclusion; and teacher preparation.,  Rich Johnson speaks for 
other faculty when we writes that he enjoyed the exchange with colleagues at Bukkyo University. 
I participated in the conference and meetings in 2003… The conference was powerful as 
early childhood and counseling psychology folks from here and there shared out and I was 
able to visit preschool settings and intellectually engage the globalization of education in 
another part of the Pacific. I met and had intensive intellectual discussions with Yoshitaka 
Tanigawa, Norihisa Hashimoto, and Hiroki Higashiyama while in Kyoto and again when they 
visited here and with some email conversations. 
The conference has been an effective way for faculty to meet together to discuss matters of 
mutual interest and in some cases to encourage further meetings and projects.  Michael Salzman, 
a cultural/cross cultural psychologist at UH, believes that he benefitted immensely from his time 
meeting with great colleagues. The conference was, he felt, a great success: “I can say that the visit 
expanded my fund of knowledge and has informed my scholarship ever since.”
Cultural Exchange. One of the lasting benefits of the partnership has been a greater awareness 
and growth of respect for Japanese culture among the visiting faculty. For many faculty who have 
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attended, the conference was their first visit to Japan. Neil Pateman writes that in addition to the 
conference, he enjoyed the many opportunities for visiting some of the many cultural treasure 
of Kyoto. “It is a beautiful city and our hosts were determined that we would experience it to 
the fullest.” Donna Grace was honored to co-present with a master of Haiku poetry during her 
conference presentation: “This partnership gave me a greater understanding and appreciation of 
this genre of poetry and I have incorporated this into the teaching of my language arts courses. In 
addition, I gained greater knowledge and appreciation for the Japanese people and culture.”
Scholarly Exchange. In 2006, a new exchange format was arranged to provide opportunities for 
scholarly exchange on a slightly longer basis.  Professor Seiji Hara was the first scholar to make the 
trip from Kyoto to Honolulu, followed the next year by Hunter McEwan who spent three invaluable 
weeks at Bukkyo in June 2007 where he met with faculty, participated in classes, and visited 
schools. A special issue of Educational Perspectives on the theme of teaching English in Japan is 
one of the outcomes of that visit. Later visitors of the scholar exchange program have included 
Hiroko Higashiyama in 2008 and Tony Torralba in 2009.  This year, 2010, Sunao Goto is a visiting 
professor in the Department of Educational Foundations at UHM-COE.  Tony Torralba reported 
that he visited three elementary schools and an adult school. These visits were arranged by faculty 
at Bukkyo and allowed him to talk with teachers and administrators, as well as visit classrooms. 
He was interested in documenting the developmental trajectory of teachers in Japan in comparison 
to teachers in Hawaii. His conversations with school staff in Kyoto were productive in gathering 
records that helped him explore this issue.
The UHM-COE faculty feel that the partnership with Bukkyo has been helpful in promoting 
scholarly conversations, several of which have produced fruitful collaborative inquiries. Hannah 
Tavares in reflecting on her visit to Bukkyo writes: “I believe the cross-fertilization of ideas 
between the participants was a valuable dimension of the experience as was the wonderful 
professional relationships with Bukkyo faculty that subsequently developed.”
Partnership Projects
In addition to the benefits listed above, a number of interesting projects have taken root and 
flourished over the ten years of the partnership.  The Bukkyo/UHM-COE agreement has provided 
institutional support for a number partnerships that have grown between faculty.
Margaret Maaka feels that an important connection has been made between the Hookulaiwi 
project that she directs on the Leeward coast and faculty at Bukkyo. She points out that indigenous 
peoples are among the poorest in the world. High poverty, lower education, and a greater incidence 
of disease and discrimination are some of the hardships that they face. In Dr. Maaka words, 
Hoʻokulāiwi views the partnership with Bukkyo as critical because we are interested in 
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working with faculty who have a passion for and a commitment to supporting Japanʼs 
indigenous people, the Ainu and other minorities. Several Bukkyo faculty members have 
expressed strong interest in learning about Hoʻokulāiwiʼs initiative with our Hawaiian 
communities. Professor Goto Sunao, for example, has worked with our partner school, 
Nānāikapono Elementary School, for several years now. We look forward to the continuation 
of these exchanges and learning more about his work at Senbon.
Professor Curtis Ho writes of his experience at Bukkyo that he and Anne Freese were the first 
faculty to be invited by Bukkyo to present at their symposium. 
“The event back then was small, located in a board room, and attended by 20 or so faculty 
members from around the Kyoto region.” For Dr.Ho, the impact of this experience with Bukkyo 
University was significant and launched several more visits to Japan in the ensuing years. Since that 
initial trip to Kyoto, Professor Ho has been back to Japan five times, twice as an invited speaker to 
conferences, twice to attend conferences, and once for a sabbatical leave. Through the organizer of 
his visit to Bukkyo, Professor Haruo Nishinosono, Ho was able to meet several other key scholars 
in his field of teaching and research. Professor Nishinosono is one of three “founding fathers” of 
educational technology in Japan and Professor Ho has met and collaborated with the other two, 
Sakamoto sensei and Mizukoshi-sensei. All of the current leaders of educational technology in 
Japan have been mentored by these three men. Ho is collaborating with several of these scholars 
on research projects. The current president of Japanʼs educational media association is a visiting 
research scholar with the Department of Educational Technology. Dr. Kenichi Kubota from Kansai 
University has been with us for the past 6 months. A colleague of his, Dr. Kosuke Terashima from 
Nagasaki University will be a visiting scholar with Educational Technology beginning next month 
until April 2011. The Department of Educational Technology plans to continue its collaborative 
work with Japanese faculty and their students. Professor Ho concludes: 
In my case, the Bukkyo partnership has provided me with an entry to a long-lasting and 
growing relationship with educational technology faculty from Japan. Our department has 
benefitted from this partnership through the subsequent collaborations with visiting scholars 
and interactions with their students. This semester graduate students from our department 
will be working on a collaborative research project with students from Kansai University. 
Our goal is to present the results of this project to the 2011 Ed-Media conference in Portugal 
next summer.
Joint Publications
A number of useful publications have come about as a result of the Bukkyo-UHM-COE 
partnership.  In 2002, Pofessor Nishinosonoʼs article, “A Smooth Road from Conventional Teaching to 
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Distance Learning in Teacher Education,” appeared in Volume 35, # 1 of Educational Perspectives. 
His article was based on a study that he had been conducting on an innovative approach to distance 
education conducted with second year students in the BEd program at Bukkyo University (http://
www.hawaii.edu/edper/pages/vol35n1.html).
In 2010 Educational Perspectives brought out a special issue on the topic of Teaching English 
in Japan. The journal opens with a contribution from Professor Shimizu that provides an excellent 
discussion of the history of language instruction in Japan. Other contributions came from Professors 
Goto and Horike. Haruo Minagawa, a teacher at Murasakino High School provides and excellent 
description of a model English program at the school.
Linda Oshita has collaborated with Professor Nakamura and contributed a chapter to his book 
on Special Education: Oshita, L.  (in press). The education of children with disabilities in America. In 
Y. Nakamura (Eds)., Shogairinshougaku [Understanding and supporting students with disabilities]. 
Kyoto: Nakanishiya Publishing Co., Ltd. 
The Future
The two partners can be proud of the accomplishments and progress made as a result of these 
agreements.  The third agreement begins in 2010 and will continue for an additional five years. 
There are growing opportunities for collaboration and the potential to use technology to enhance 
connections between faculty and between students in the two institutions.  Increasingly, the 
importance of cross-cultural understanding is being considered and incorporated into educational 
programs.   The Bukkyo-UHM-COE partnership is an example of a long-term commitment between 
two institutions that has provided benefits to both and provides a model for others interested in 
sharing and collaboration.
